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A 
Abelson, Robert, 128, 128t 

Abstracts, 85–88 

characteristics, 85 

components, 86 

example, 86 

format, 85 

structured approach for writing, 87t 

writing, 86–88 

Academic libraries, 20–21 

Acceptance of paper for publication, 204–206 

Accuracy 

APA style and, 82 

of references, 131 

Active voice, 170–171 

Advisor, academic, 184, 204, 206 

"Affect," use of term, 167 

"Although," use of term, 168 

Ambiguity, 70 

American Psychological Association, 7 

style. See APA style 

website, 149 

Analogy, in introduction, 90 

Antecedent, agreement with pronoun, 163 

Anxiety, presentations and, 192–193 

APA style, 7–8. See also specific aspects 

abstracts, 85–88 

accuracy, 82 

appendix, 103 

author note, 60t, 103–104 

benefits, 81–82 

changes, 149 

consistency, 81 

discussion section. See Discussion section 

drafting order for papers, 67–69, 68t 

formatting, 175–178, 179t 

hourglass model for, 82, 83f, 189 

introduction. See Introduction 

literature reviews. See Literature reviews 

methods section, 93–97 

research paper, sample, 104–114 

research proposal, 115–116, 116t 

results section. See Results; Results section 

on statistical methods, 127–129 

theory papers, 5, 118 

title, 82–85 

"trick draft" for papers, 64–65, 65t 

Apostrophes, 165t 

Apparatus, as in methods section, 94 

Appendix, 103 

Article critique, 115 

Articles, high impact, 131 

Articulation, as in MAGIC criteria, 128, 128t 

Audience, for journals, 186–187, 204 

Audience knowledge, 4, 69, 70–71 

Author note, 60t, 103–104 

Authors 

in literature review, 91 

multiple, citation format for, 133–134, 135–136 

 

B 
"Because," use of term, 168 

Bem, Daryl, 82 

Bem's hourglass model, 82, 83f, 189 

Bias, 171–172, 175 

Bibliography, working, 33–34 

Bingeing, 53 

Block quotations, 137 

Blogs, 7 

Book chapters, citation format, 141–142, 144 

Books 

citation format, 143–144 

skimming, 44–45 

Books, citation format for, 141 

Brevity, 82, 95, 123 

"But," use of term, 168 

 

C 
Call for papers, 183–187 

audience and, 186–187 

checklist for, 187t 

components, 184 

requirements, 184–186 

types of, 184 

Call numbers, 24 

Case studies, 6 

Causal conclusions, drawing, 127 

Centered headings, 177–178 

Chapters 

books, citation format for, 141–142, 144 

Citation format 

book chapters, 141–142, 144 

books, 141, 143–144 

dissertations, 147–148 

electronic sources, 145–146 

journal articles, 142–143 

letters to the editor, 147 

magazine articles, 144 

master's thesis, 147–148 

multiple authors, 133–134, 135–136 

newspaper articles, 144 

online references, 142 

personal communications, 147 

professional meeting presentations, 145 

reviews, 147 

unpublished manuscripts/data, 148 

Citations 
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basic mechanics of, 132–140 

elements of high impact articles, 131 

for multiple authors, 133–134, 135–136 

parenthetical, 132–133, 139, 147 

references and, 130–131 

secondary sources, 140 

use of, 133t 

Clarity, 81, 172, 174 

Colons, 165t 

Commas, 165–166, 165t 

Comma splices, 166 

Conceptual replication, 14 

Conclusion, 87t 

of discussion section, 101 

in poster sessions, 199f, 200–201 

Conferences, student involvement, 185t 

Connecting phrases, 163 

Consistency, APA style and, 81 

Contact information, 184, 199, 207 

Costs, for journal submission, 205 

Credibility, as in MAGIC criteria, 128, 128t 

Critical questioning, 41–42, 43t 

Critique of article, 115 

 

D 
Daily journals, 7 

Databases, 25–28 

"Data," use of term, 168 

Dialectical notebook, 16 

Dictionary, use of, 41 

Discussion section 

in APA style paper, 42, 44, 60t, 62t, 69, 75t–76t 

components, 99–101 

example, 101 

for poster session, 189, 198, 200–201 

Dissertations, citation format for, 147–148 

Drafts 

first, 63–69 

number of, 72–73 

order of, 67–69, 68t 

revisions, 73–77 

revisiting, 74–77 

subsequent, 69–73 

suggestions for, 71–72 

 

E 
Editing from hard copy, 74 

Effective speaking, 192–196 

"Effect," use of term, 167 

Electronic mailing lists, 31 

Electronic sources, citation format for, 145–146 

Ellipsis points, 136–137 

E-mail, 31 

Empirical reports, 5 

Essay questions, 9 

Ethnicity, 175 

Examples, use of during presentation, 193 

Exclamation points, 165t, 166 

Expressive writing, 3 

Eye contact, during presentation, 193 

 

F 
Feedback, 77–80 

giving, 79–80, 79t 

purpose, 77 

receiving, 78–79, 78t 

seeking, 77 

Fees, for journal submissions, 205 

Figures, 102–103, 155 

creating, 157–158, 159t 

Final version, checklist for, 180t 

First draft, writing, 63–69 

Focused freewriting, 57–58, 87 

Formating, APA-style, 175–178, 179t 

Fragmented sentences, 161 

Freewriting, 56–58, 87 

Frequency, of writing, 12 

 

G 
Gender-neutral language, 173–175 

Generality, as in MAGIC criteria, 128, 128t 

Grammar, 160–164, 162t 

Graphs, 155 

 

H 
Handouts, for presentations, 190 

Hanging indent, 141 

Headings, 177–178 

Histograms, 155 

Historical context, in introduction, 90 

Homophone, 169 

Honors theses, 6 

Hourglass model, 82, 83f, 189 

Hypothesis 

in abstract, 86, 87t 

in article critique, 115 

in discussion section, 99–101 

for first draft, 65–67 

in introduction, 88, 92 

in literature review, 117 

in research proposal, 116t 

in results section, 98 

Hypothetical research result, 120–124 

 

I 
Inclusive language, 171–175 

Interestingness, as in MAGIC criteria, 128, 128t 

Internet. See also Internet searching 

cautions for use, 31–33 
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electronic mailing lists, 31 

e-mail, 31 

online journals, 30 

psychology websites, 29t, 149 

searching, 27–33 

Internet addresses, citing, 28 

Internet searching, 27–33 

guidelines, 32–33 

metasearch, 28–30, 29t 

narrow vs. broad terms, 28–29 

search engines, 27, 29t 

URL (Uniform Resource Locator), 27–28 

Interpretation, open-ended, 41 

Introduction, 88–93 

components, 88 

example, 89 

final paragraph, 92 

literature reviews in, 89, 91–92 

opening paragraph, 90 

Italics, 141 

 

J 
Journal articles 

citation format, 142–143 

Journals, 38–39 

acceptance of submission, 208 

audience and, 186–187, 204 

content, 204 

daily, 7 

fees, 205 

length of articles, 204–205 

online, 30 

peer review, 38, 207–208 

professional, 203–205 

publication timeline, 205 

quality of, 204 

questions to ask while reading, 42 

reading. See Reading 

rejections of submission, 208 

request for revisions, 208 

restrictions, 205 

skimming, 43–44 

student, 203, 203t 

submission process, 205–207, 206t, 207t 

submitting research, 202–208 

 

K 
Kafka, Franz, 53 

 

L 
Labels, avoiding use of, 171–172 

Lab reports, 6 

Letters to the editor, citation format for, 147 

Librarians, importance of, 20–21, 23 

Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH), 24 

Library research, 20–28 

databases, 25–28 

online catalogs, 24–25 

reference works, 20–23, 22t, 23t 

Linear approach to writing, 67–68 

Line graph, 155 

Listserv. See Electronic mailing lists 

Literature 

evaluating, 39–45, 40t 

professional vs. popular, 39 

searching, 19–20, 19t 

Literature reviews, 5, 117–118 

criticism in, 91 

in introduction, 89, 91–92 

organization, 91 

 

M 
Magazine articles, citation format for, 144 

MAGIC criteria, 128–129, 128t 

Magnitude, as in MAGIC criteria, 128, 128t 

Main message, 188 

Margins, 71, 176 

Master's theses, citation format for, 147–148 

Materials, as in methods section, 94 

Mean, 152 

Meta-analysis, 5 

Metaphor, in introduction, 90 

Metasearch engines, 28–30, 29t 

Methodological papers, 5–6 

Methods section, 93–97 

apparatus/materials, 94 

brevity, importance of, 97 

characteristics, 93 

participants/subjects, 93–94 

procedure, 94–96 

Modern Language Association (MLA) style, 7 

Modifiers, misplaced, 164 

Multiple authors, citation format for, 133–134, 135–136 

 

N 
Newspaper articles, citation format for, 144 

Notebook, research, 15–16, 46 

Notecards, 45–46 

Note taking, 41, 45–46, 47t, 51 

 

O 
Online catalogs, 24–25 

Online journals, 30 

Online references, citation format for, 142 

Outlines, 58–63 

for APA-style paper, 59, 60t 

for APA-style paper, example, 61–62t 

example of, 59 

organizing/refining, 63t 

for presentations, 189–190 
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reverse, 72 

using, 62–63 

Overheads, for presentations, 190 

 

P 
Page breaks, 64 

Page header, 176 

Page numbering, 177 

Paragraphs 

composing in first draft, 65–67 

length, 67 

Paraphrasing, 49, 51, 51t, 138–140 

Parentheses, 165t 

Parenthetical citations, 132–133, 139, 147 

Partial sentences, in quotations, 136 

Participants 

as in methods section, 93–94 

recognition of, 172 

Passive voice, 170–171 

Patchwriting, 138 

Peer review, 38, 207–208 

Periods, 165t 

Personal communications, citation format for, 147 

Persuasion, 71 

Persuasive speaking, 194 

Peterson, Christopher, 71 

Phrases, connecting, 163 

Plagiarism, 46–52 

avoiding, 48 

awareness exercise, 48–51, 50t 

notes, accuracy of, 51–52 

prevention, 51–52 

unintentional, 46–48 

Planning, 8–11 

Point of view, 97 

Position papers, 6 

Poster presentations, 197–202 

checklist for, 202t 

creating, 199–202 

description of, 198–199 

layout of, 199f, 200–201 

PowerPoint (software), 191 

Practicing presentation, 192 

Presentations, 188–196. See also Poster presentations 

anxiety and, 192–193 

computer-aided, 190–192 

effective speaking, 192–196 

handouts, 190 

outline for, 189–190 

practicing, 192 

preparation steps, 188t, 195t 

visual aids, 190, 191t 

Prewriting activities, 55–63 

focused freewriting, 57–58 

freewriting, 56–58 

outlines, 58–63 

Primary sources, 21 

Procedure, as in methods section, 94–96 

Professional journals, 203–205. See also Journals 

Professional meeting presentations, citation format for, 145 

Pronouns, 173 

agreement with antecedents, 163 

gender specific, 173–174 

unclear, 161–162 

Proofreader's marks, 179, 181t, 182f 

Proofreading, 74, 178–182 

Proposal, research, 115–116, 116t 

Prospectus. See Proposal, research 

Psychological literature 

learning by reading reference sections, 131 

reading. See Reading 

searching, 19–20, 19t 

PsycINFO database, 25–27 

Publication date, in quotations, 134, 136 

Publication Manual of the American Psychological 

Association, 7 

Punctuation, 136–137, 164–166, 165t 

 

Q 
Questions 

answering during presentations, 192, 193, 195 

in planning presentations, 186–187 

rhetorical, 90 

Quotations, 51t, 134–140 

blocks of, 137 

ellipsis and, 136–137 

length of, 137–138 

paraphrasing and, 138–140 

partial sentences in, 136 

 

R 
Race, 175 

Reaction papers, 6 

Reading, 37–52 

critical questioning, 41–42, 43t 

evaluating the literature, 39–45, 40t 

importance of, 37 

journals, 38–39, 40–42 

note taking, 41, 45–46, 47t, 51 

out loud, 72 

skimming and, 42–45 

Recursion, 82 

References, 33–35, 102, 130–150 

accuracy, 131 

APA-style checklist, 149t 

citations and, 130–131 

citing within text, 132–140 

determining relevance, 34–35 

formats, 141–150 

as key part of text, 133–134 
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purpose of, 130 

timeliness, 130 

Reference works, 20–23, 22t, 23t 

Rejection rate, 38 

Research, absence of in introduction, 90 

Research design issues, writing about, 95t 

Research, library. See Library research 

Research notebook, 15–16, 46 

Research paper, sample, 104–114 

Research procedure, problems in, 127 

Research proposal, 115–116, 116t 

Research reports, 6 

Research results, utility of, 128. See also Results 

Research topic 

narrowing focus, 16–19 

selection, 13–15, 15t 

Restructuring, during revision process, 74 

Results 

definition, 60t 

MAGIC criteria, 128–129 

organizing, 124–126 

statistical methods, APA guidelines on, 127–128 

statistics conveyed in words, 120–121, 123–124 

Results section, 98–99 

hypothesis, 98 

organizing, 124–126 

outlining, 126t 

rules for writing, 125t 

Results, statistical, 120–129, 122t 

Rethinking, during revision process, 74 

Reverse outline, 72 

Reviews, citation format for, 147 

Revision, 73–77, 208 

checklist for, 75–76t 

restructuring during, 74 

Rhetorical question, 90 

Rituals, writing, 12 

Running head, 176–177 

Run-on sentences, 161 

 

S 
Sample research paper, 104–114 

Saving written materials, 8 

Science Citation Index (SCI), 131 

Search engines, 27, 29t 

Searching, Internet, 27–33 

Search, of psychological literature, 19–20, 19t 

Secondary sources, 21, 140 

Self-understanding, writing for, 2–4 

Semicolons, 165t 

Sentences, 161 

Shared understanding, writing for, 4–5 

Short words, vs. long, 174 

Simplicity, in wording, 174 

"Since," use of term, 168 

Skimming, 42–45 

books, 44–45 

research articles, 43–44 

Slide presentations, electronic, 191t 

Slides, for presentations, 190 

Social Science Citation Index (SSCI), 131 

Sources. See also Primary sources; Secondary sources 

evaluating, 32 

types of, 21, 140 

Speaking effectively, 192–196 

Spelling, 169–170 

Spew method, 71 

Statistical methods, APA style, 127–129 

Statistical results, conveying in words, 120–129, 122t 

Student papers, 6–7 

Student symposia, 196–197, 197t 

Subheadings, 177–178 

Subjects, as in methods section, 93–94 

Subject-verb agreement, 161 

Symposium, 196–197, 197t 

 

T 
Tables, 102–103, 151–155 

APA-style sample, 153t 

creating, 152–155, 155t 

formatting of, 153 

placement, 154 

purpose of, 152 

word tables, 156 

Talks. See Presentations 

Terminology, use of, 4, 70–71 

Term papers, 6 

"That," use of term, 167 

Themes, identifying, 44 

Theory papers, 5, 118 

Thesis. See Hypothesis 

Timeline, for planning, 10t, 11 

Timeline, for publication, 205 

Timeliness, in evaluating literature, 38, 130 

Title, 82–85 

examples, 83–84 

length, 84 

patterns, 84 

writing, 84–85 

Title page, 176–178 

Tone, 70 

Topic 

narrowing focus, 16–19 

selection, 13–15, 15t 

Transactional writing, 4 

"Trick drafts", 64–65, 65t 

Tutorials, database, 25–26 

 

U 
Underlining, 141 
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Unpublished manuscripts/data, citation format for, 148 

URL (Uniform Resource Locator), 27–28, 28f 

Usage errors, common, 167–169 

 

V 
Variables, explaining relevance of, 127–128 

Visual aids in presentations, 190, 191t 

 

W 
Weblogs, 7 

Websites, psychology, 29t 

"Whereas," use of term, 168 

"Which," use of term, 167 

"While," use of term, 168 

Word limits, for publication, 204–205 

Word tables, 156 

Working bibliography, 33–34 

Writers 

myths, 73 

Writing 

expressive, 3 

first draft, 63–69 

forms of, 5–7 

frequency, 55 

habits, 11–12 

myths, 73 

prewriting activities, 55–63 

process, 1–2, 54–55t 

process overview, 54 

reasons for, 2–5 

revisions, 73–77 

Writing environment, 11–12 

 

Z 
Zone of intimacy, 120–121, 123 


